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K, there is DEFINITELY
Osomething strange going on
in Gulf Breeze, Fla.

The two most likely explana-
tions are:

1. Somebody is perpetrating a
hoax and a bunch of other people,
through inexperience, imagina-
tion or ignorance, are falling for
it.

2. Intelligent beings from else-
where in the universe, driving
craft with fantastic capabilities,
have come to Earth, and they are
observing us, and they have a Pa-
ralysis Ray and — this is going to
make some South Floridians ner-
vous — THEY APPARENTLY
SPEAK SPANISH.

After spending a few days in
Gulf Breeze checking things out,
I've decided for myself which of
these two possible explanations is
closest to the truth. Here’s the
story as far as I know it; see what
you think.

| _ The wire story I

On Dec. 3, The Miami Herald
published this item in a roundup
of wire-service stories from
around the state:

“GULF BREEZE, Fla. — Pic-
tures of what was labeled as a
glowing unidentified flying object

published in the Nov. 18 edition
nf Tha Saentinel af Ciulf Rreoaze

Well, of course, I needed no
further convincing. I grabbed my
camera — you have to be ready
— hopped on a plane and was off
to conduct my investigation.

The town of
Gulf Breeze

Gulf Breeze is a small resi-
dential community just across a
bridge from Pensacola, way at

the far western end of Florida,

almost in Alabama. It is the oppo-
site of Miami, geographically and
in many other ways. It is not even
in the same TIME ZONE as Mi-
ami. Miami is in the Eastern time
zone and Gulf Breeze is in about
1958. In Gulf Breeze, when you
buy something at a store, the
counter person usually smiles
and says, “Y’all come back 'n’ see
us now, n’kay?” Whereas in Mi-
ami, the counter person doesn’t
usually say anything because he
or she is having a very important
personal telephone conversation
that cannot be interrupted just
for some idiot CUSTOMER.

I begin my investigation by
driving through downtown Gulf
Breeze. Even at slow speed, this
takes less than five minutes. It
appears to be a normal beach-
oriented town, very quiet in the
off-season. There are a lot of
things in the sky, because this is
an area of extremely heavy air
traffic: Nearby, besides the com-
mercial airport in Pensacola, are
the Pensacola Naval Air Station,
Eglin Air Force Base and several
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Gulf Breeze checking things out,
I’'ve decided for myself which of
these two possible explanations is
closest to the truth. Here’s the
story as far as I know it; see what
you think.

| . The wire story I

On Dec. 3, The Miami Herald
published this item in a roundup
of wire-service stories from
around the state:

“GULF BREEZE, Fla. — Pic-
tures of what was labeled as a
glowing unidentified flying object
published in the Nov. 18 edition
of The Sentinel of Gulf Breeze
have prompted -a half-dozen resi-
dents to report similar sightings.

Duane B. Cook, editor and pub-
lisher of the weekly, said the
object looks like the top of the
Space Needle in Seattle, but he
hopes it’s an alien spacecraft. He
said the state’s Mutual UFO Net-
work (MUFON) will examine the
three photos taken Nov. 11 near
the town that appeared with a
letter written by the anonymous
photographer.”

We are always on the lookout
for stories of potentially interga-
lactic significance, so I immedi-
ately checked the Herald files to
see if any other strange unex-
plained phenomena had been re-
ported in the Gulf Breeze area.
You can imagine how my pulse
quickened when I discovered
that:

O On Dec. 5, at The Zoo, a pri-
vately operated zoo in Gulf
Breeze, A WEDDING CEREMO-
NY WAS HELD FOR GI-
RAFFES. This really happened.
Their names are Gus and Gigi.

O On Aug. 19, a Gulf Breeze
man was bitten by a pygmy rat-
tlesnake as he (the man) exam-
ined a potted plant in the garden
shop of the Wal-Mart store at
nearby Fort Walton Beach. Just
two days later, at a Wal-Mart in
North Fort Myers, a woman ex-
amining a potted hibiscus was
bitten by ANOTHER pygmy rat-
tlesnake. Wal-Mart officials were
unable to explain this rash of
pygmy-rattler attacks and de-
scribed it as “unusual.”

Well, of course, I.needed no
further convincing. I grabbed my
camera — you have to be ready
— hopped on a plane and was off
to conduct my investigation.

The town of
Gulf Breeze

Gulf Breeze is a small resi-
dential community just across a
bridge from Pensacola, way at
the far western end of Florida,
almost in Alabama. It is the oppo-
site of Miami, geographically and
in many other ways. It is not even
in the same TIME ZONE as Mi-
ami. Miami is in the Eastern time
zone and Gulf Breeze is in about
1958. In Gulf Breeze, when you
buy something at a store, the
counter person usually smiles
and says, “Y’all come back 'n’ see
us now, n’kay?”’ Whereas in Mi-
ami, the counter person doesn’t
usually say anything because he
or she is having a very important
personal telephone conversation
that cannot be interrupted just
for some idiot CUSTOMER.

I begin my investigation by
driving through downtown Gulf
Breeze. Even at slow speed, this
takes less than five minutes. It
appears to be a normal beach-
oriented town, very quiet in the
off-season. There are a lot of
things in the sky, because this is
an area of extremely heavy air
traffic: Nearby, besides the com-
mercial airport in Pensacola, are
the Pensacola Naval Air Station,
Eglin Air Force Base and several
other airfields. Almost any time
you look up, you see a plane or a
helicopter. In looking around,
however, the only phenomenon I
notice that does not seem to have
an obvious earthly explanation is
a bumper sticker that says
“BUSH 88.”

But you never can tell. As you
know if you ever watched “The
Twilight Zone,” there are times
when everything seems to be per-
fectly normal, and then suddenly,
without warning, something hap-
pens, something that you know is
somehow .. WRONG, and you
start to hear that piercing high-
pitched electronic-sounding
“Twilight Zone” music — deedee-
deedee deedeedeedee — and the
hairs on the back of your neck,
even if you use Extra Hold styling
mousse, stand on end.

Little do I realize, as I drive
through the quiet town of Gulf
Breeze, that before I leave, I am
going to experience that very
feeling. More than once.

| The newspapeili'h’v I

*My first stop is The Gulf
Breeze Sentinel. The Sentinel is
a weekly newspaper with a circu-
lation of 3,500, soaring to 4,500 in
the summer. It is not the kind of
paper that practices the kind of
snide, cynical, city-slicker style of
Journallsm exemplified by this ar-
ticle. It’s the kind of newspaper
where many stories consist
mostly of local peoples’ names.

VVLELEI ViV,

FLORIDA?

You can get into The Sentinel
merely by having your birthday.
Also there are many photographs
of local boards, clubs, civic
groups, etc., engaging in planning
activities. In the Nov. 19 issue,
there’s a front-page photograph
of a man smiling and holding up,
for no apparent reason, bags of
Hershey’s Kisses, accompanied
by the caption:

“Dave Bozeman, manager of
the Piggly Wiggly, is planning
now for the Annual Gulf Breeze
Christmas Parade. Piggly Wiggly
plans to have several entries, in-
cluding the Folgers Race Cars
and, of course, the Pig!”

In short, The Sentinel seems to
be your basic small hometown pa-
per doing hometown stories
about hometown people. Except
that in the same Nov. 19 issue,
right above the Piggly-Wiggly
manager, is a story headlined:

UFO SIGHTED OVER GULF

BREEZE

Below this are three photo-
graphs of this THING, shaped
roughly like a fat disk with a
glowing, tapered bottom and a
small glowing protrusion on top.
There are regularly spaced dark
marks going around the side. The
thing is in fairly clear focus. It
appears to be hovering in the
evening sky; you can see the dark
blurred shapes of trees in the
foreground..

The “story” accompanying the
photographs consists entirely of
the text of an anonymous letter to
the newspaper, allegedly written
by the photographer, who says he
took five Polaroid pictures of the
thing from his yard on the night
of Nov. 11,

“I was reluctant at first to show
(the photographs) to any one,”
says the letter, “ .. but my wife
convinced me to show them to
Ed. Ed in turn said that the pho-
tos should be shown to the press.
.. I am a prominent citizen of the
community, however, and need
anonymity at this time. I know
what I saw and would feel mueh
better if I knew I was not alone.

“Let me reassure you that this
is not a hoax.”

It was “Ed” who brought the
photographs to The Sentinel,
according to Duane Cook, the edi-
tor and publisher. Cook, 43, is a
former computer salesman who
took over the paper from his step-
father in 1980. Cook thought the
pictures looked convincing and
“Ed,” whom Cook knows, said the
photographer was responsible. So
Cook decided to go ahead with
the story, but he was still “ner-
vous a little” about it until the
morning of Nov. 19, when the pa-
per was just about to go to press.
On that day Cook’s stepfather
and predecessor as editor,
Charles Somerby, and his wife

(Cook’s mother), Doris Somerby,
stopped by the paper. Cook
showed them the Polaroids.

They did not act surprised.

They said they had seen the
same object.

On the same night.
Deedeedeedee deedeedeedee

“I lost all fear of going to press
with it,” Cook says.

| The wltr'»esses I

If you called up Central Cast-
ing and asked for two people to
play the parts of The Reliable
Witnesses, they would send you
Charlie and Doris Somerby. He’s
69 and, before his newspaper ca-
reer, served as a naval commu-
nications officer in World War II
and Korea. She’s 67 and holds the
world indoor record for grandmo-
therliness (when I visit their
home to interview them, she has
an actual APPLE PIE cooling on
the kitchen table).

The Somerbys say that on Nov.
11, while taking a walk at sun-
down, they saw an object out over
the bay headed toward Gulf
Breeze. It made no sound, they
say, and it did not look like any
kind of aircraft they had ever
seen. They watched for some
mention of it on the evening TV
news, but there was none. Until

Cook showed them the photo-
graphs, they had not planned to
say anything about it.

I ask them, several times and
in several ways, if they’re sure
that the thing they saw over the
bay looks the same as the object
in the photographs. They say
they’re sure. Driving away, I am
convinced they’re telling the
truth.

I The story spreads I

When The Sentinel published
the UFO pictures, people started
calling. “We got a half a dozen
calls from people who saw some-
thing that night,” says Cook. His
staff started collecting these re-
ports, and ran them as a front-
page story in the Nov. 25 issue. A
local TV station did a story about
the UFO, showing one of the Po-
laroids blown way up. “THAT
was impressive,” says Cook.

Then ANOTHER local TV sta-
tion did a story about it.

Then United Press Interna-
tional did a story about it. 3

And then it happened, the
event that distinguishes an inter-
esting but basically local story
from a story with potentially
shocking Worldwide Implications:-
The National Enquirer called.:
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object, even if photographed by
a skilled photographer, would
look blurred. “Ed” has stated re-
peatedly that the object moves
almost constantly — as it does in
the videotape — and yet in
almost all of his photographs, the
object is in fairly sharp focus.

“It just doesn’t look right,”
says the photographer.

Neither does the videotape, at
least to my eyes. The jerky mo-
tion of the object makes it
appear small, almost toylike, and
fairly close, although “Ed”
insists it is ““as big as a house.”

Some other things are strange.
Why, if “Ed” could sense the
impending arrival of the object,
didn’t he ever call his neighbors
to be witnesses? And why, when
he realized the object was visit-
ing repeatedly, didn’t he get a
better camera? I asked him both
of these questions several times;
he never really answered.

But the most troubling evi-
dence is “Ed” himself. He acts
agitated, manic. Not to put too
fine a point on it, he acts a little
crazy. Of course maybe this is
normal behavior if aliens have
put a mental input in your head.
But still, I am getting skeptical.
And I am not alone.

I The skeptics I

Klass may be the nation’s, if
not the world’s, leading UFO
skeptic. The UFOlogists do not
like him (MUFON'’s Donald Ware
suggested to me that Klass has a
“mental problem”). Klass retired
last year after 35 years as senior
electronics editor of Aviation
Week magazine, but his involve-
ment with UFOs is through an
organization called the Com-
mittee for the Scientific Investi-
gation of Claims of the Par-
anormal, of which he is chairman
of the UFO subcommittee. In
that capacity, he has spent a lot
of time debunking various UFO
claims. For example, he recently
issued a report charging that the
“Majestic 12” documents — the
ones that allegedly prove that
the government has dead aliens
stashed away — are obvious forg-
eries. I must admit I found that
story a tad hard to believe my-
self. It’s not that I don’t believe
the government would TRY to
hide dead aliens; it’s that I don’t
think the government would
SUCCEED, since every time the
government tries to do anything
secretly, as in the Iran-Contra
arms deal, it winds up displaying
all the finesse and stealth of an
exploding cigar at a state funer-
al. If there really WERE dead
aliens, I figure, there also would
be daily leaks about it from High
Level Officials, and huge argu-
ments among influential con-
gresspersons over whose district
the multimillion-dollar Federal
Dead Alien Storage Facility
would be located in.

Anyway, Klass, as you might
imagine, is very dubious about
the claim that UFOs are extra-
terrestrial visitors.

“I can think of no more excit-
ing story,” he says, “than to say I
have investigated a UFO case for
which there was no earthly

UFO

explanation. In the 22 years I
have been investigating, I have
never found a single such case.”

But what "about the photo-
graphs?

“Photographs are the easiest
things in the world to fake,” says
Klass. “Even the UFO believers
are very, VERY skeptical of
them.” Klass is especially suspi-
cious of Polaroids, because they
have no negatives, which are
often useful in the detection of
hoaxes. He thinks it’s suspicious
that no negatives were included
with any of the photographs
anonymously submitted to The
Sentinel.

“The odds against those pho-
tographs being authentic are
JILLIONS to one,” he says.

But what about the witnesses?

“Once the report gets out that
there are UFOs in the area, you
get all kinds of me-tooers,” Klass
says. “Ninety-eight percent of all
people who report seeing UFOs
are TRYING to be honest. But
we’ve been brainwashed by what
we’ve read and been told. And
eyewitness testimony is notori-
ously unreliable.”

That’s also the opinion ex-
pressed by astronomer Robert
Young in a letter to the newslet-
ter of the Astronomical League.
Young says that, having investi-
gated “a couple of hundred UFO
reports” —all of which turned
out to have prosaic explanations
— he has concluded that “NO
eyewitness report of a UFO can
be taken at its face value.” He
adds that “waves” of UFO sight-
ings “end when editors tire of
them. ... My experience is that
when news stories stop, the calls
stop too.”

| Jet Propulsion Lab I

I call Dr. Robert Nathan at the
Jet Propulsion Laboratory. He's
the one The Enquirer flew the
Polaroids, Duane Cook and all,
out to see. He’'s the one who’s
supposed to be doing the scien-
tific photographic analysis. Only
he’s not. He says he’s suspicious
of the photographs, both because
of the way they look and because
more than one set of them came
from the same source.

“I’'m way off in the non-believ-
er corner on this one,” says Dr.
Nathan. ‘“Unless something
changes, I don’t care to use gov-
ernment equipment on this. I
have the feeling that somebody
is perpetrating a hoax.”

| The ray people I

If it is a hoax, the question is,
why? I am no psychiatrist, but I
think the answer is suggested by
John Keel, author of several
UFO books. Keel argues that the
modern era of UFO sightings was
launched by a pulp science-fic-
tion magazine called Amazing
Stories, edited by a man nameéd
Raymond Palmer. In 1947, Palm-
er published a story about fiend-
ish alien beings controlling life
on Earth through the use of rays.
Suddenly, Amazing Stories was
deluged with mail from readers
who insisted that the story was
true, because they had been
affected by the beings.

{

‘“Palmer had accidentally
tapped a huge, previously unre-
cognized audience,” writes Keel.
“Nearly every community has at
least one person who complains
constantly to the local police that
someone — usually a neighbor —
is aiming a terrible ray gun at
their house or apartment. This
ray, they claim, is ruining their
health, causing their plants to
die, turning their bread moldy,
making their hair and teeth fall
out and broadcasting voices into
their heads. Psychiatrists are
very familiar with these ‘ray’ vic-
tims and relate the problem with
paranoid schizophrenia.

“In earlier times, (the para-
noiacs) thought they were hear-
ing the voice of God and/or the
devil. Today they often blame
the CIA or space beings for their
woes. ... Ray Palmer unintentio-
nally gave thousands of these
people focus for their lives.”

| The call I

Back in Miami, I call “Ed” one
morning. I tell him my theory,
which is that he really does think
he’s being hounded by aliens but
that he has faked all the photo-
graphs, 'using different cameras,
in an effort to get others to be-
lieve him.

“Ed” tells me that since I last
saw him, he was attacked by the
beam while he was driving alone.
“I was blown off the road and
had to crawl underneath the
truck,” he says. He says he gave
a full report on this to the people
at MUFON, for their ever-grow-
ing data bank.

He also says that two armed
men from the “Special Security
Services” of the Air Force (he
didn’t get their names) came
around with a “material seizure
warrant” and demanded his pho-

‘tographs. He says he didn’t want

to send them to Duane Cook, so
he told them he gave the photo-
graphs to me.

So that’s the situation in Gulf
Breeze, as far as I know it. Of
course, there are some
unanswered questions. For ex-
ample, if “Ed” is faking the pho-
tographs, how is he doing it? And
—this one still bothers me -
what did the Somerbys see?

As of this writing, I haven’t
seen anything about this in The
National Enquirer. I also haven’t
heard from the Air Force.

I expect, however, that I'll
hear from you out there in Read-
erland. One thing nobody dis-
putes is that stories about UFOs
generate reports about UFOs.
But listen: If you have anything
to report, the place to send it is:

The Miami UFO Center
P.O. Box 313
Opa-locka, Fla. 33054

The important thing is: DON’T
CALL ME. OK? It’s not that I
don’t believe you. It’s that my
life is already filled with bizarre
inexplicable phenomena, such as
the way the right rear speaker in
my car never works EXCEPT
WHEN THEY PLAY SONGS I
HATE.

Deedeedeedee deedeedeedee
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